from Yugoslavia. Their contingent at the May Day parades in Sydney during and immediately after World War II was led by a small Jadran tambouritsa band, whose instruments were purchased in 1938 through donations from Zagreb, and by the image of then little-known Marshal Tito, later President of Yugoslavia.
11 Postwar Yugoslavia opened a consulate in Sydney in 1945;
the first Consul, Ivan Kosovich, and other staff were recruited locally.
12
The favourite picnic spots of this small community were on the Georges River at Casula, Hollywood Park near Cabramatta and Clifton Gardens on the North Shore. 13 They established several clubs in rented and private properties.
Building a community
The first social and sporting club HSNK Zora (Dawn) was established in 1931 in rented premises in Campbell Street in the city. It was followed by Danica (Morning Star) in Cabramatta which had a bocce section. 
Going home 1948-49
The most dramatic event in the lives of this generation of Croatian migrants was a collective return home during 1948 and 1949 on the ships Partizanka and Radnik, purchased for that purpose by the Yugoslav government. It was an exodus without parallel in Australian migration history, when over 1,100 people departed on ships that had brought other European migrants to Australia. The first 193 passengers embarked on the Partizanka in Sydney on 20 January 1948.
21
They were fuelled by nostalgia and desire for family reunion after decades of separation, a sense of social and cultural belonging, desire to assist in the reconstruction of their war-ravaged country, political and emotional pressures, and socialist idealism; but also by their experience of hardships and prejudice in Sydney. 22 'Sydney was emptied of our people' commented Marin
Grubisich, who remained. 23 But, soon, many re-emigrated, disillusioned, and started anew in Australia together with refugees from communist Yugoslavia, and political and economic migrants who arrived with different experiences and agendas, creating a new Croatian settlement in Sydney.
Croatians in Sydney after World War II
The first Croatian migrants to arrive in Sydney in the years after World War II were mainly 'displaced persons' and refugees, survivors of the postwar atrocities, both soldiers and civilians.
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In the mid-and late 1950s they were joined by those who had experienced both the horrors of war and the difficult social, political and economic conditions of the first decade of the Yugoslav communist regime. Many fled Yugoslavia illegally, 24 but were welcomed to Australia by the conservative Menzies federal government. 25 The next 'wave' of Croatian migration to Australia, from Croatia, and from Bosnia and Herzegovina, was after Yugoslav communist authorities opened borders when faced with high rates of unemployment in the early 1960s. 26 It was followed by migrants who arrived under Australia's unskilled and semi-skilled immigration scheme which lasted until the mid-1970s. 27 The official attitude to Croatian migrants had by now changed, culminating, during the Whitlam Labor federal government, with raids on the homes of Croatians who were alleged to have participated in terrorist activities in Australia. 28 In the 1980s, due to high rates of unemployment and political uncertainties, a number of skilled and professional people left Croatia for Sydney in a search of a better life. 29 They were followed in the 1990s, by which time Yugoslavia was already defunct, by some refugees from Croatia and a somewhat larger number of Croatian refugees from Bosnia and Herzegovina who mostly settled in Sydney.
Croatian, not Yugoslav
The postwar Croatian migrants, and in particular those that came in the early postwar years, differed from the interwar migrants, not only because they came from all regions of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. They were very proud of their Croatian nationality and cultural heritage, and the great majority supported the idea of an independent and democratic Croatia, and refused to be referred to as Yugoslavs. A prominent left wing, Yugoslav-oriented Croat, an interwar migrant in Sydney, wrote that the political orientation of the Federation of Yugoslav Immigrants in Australia encountered serious difficulties with the arrival of the displaced persons as many, in contrast to resident Yugoslav Australians, placed great importance on ethnic exclusiveness and cultural separatism … [Australia saw] the beginning of Croatian, Serbian, Slovenian and other communities at the expense of Yugoslav activities. 30 Like many other Croatian communities around the world, postwar Croatian migrants in Sydney directed all their political, social, cultural and intellectual efforts to the struggle for Croatian national independence and secession from Yugoslavia. Unlike their interwar predecessors, they took up the challenge to engender a Croatian identity in Sydney. This group set the nationalist direction of the community and founded a plethora of Croatian associations, clubs, sporting and cultural organisations, welfare associations, churches and language schools which affirmed the Croatian identity in an urban environment which encouraged multiculturalism and cultural
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New community associations
The first new Croatian association was founded in 1951 in Maroubra Junction under the name Australian-Croatian Association (Australsko-hrvatsko društvo). 31 The association is now named
Croatian Association 'Sydney', (Hrvatsko društvo 'Sydney') -it is located in Punchbowl and operates under the business name Croatian Club Ltd. Later, seven more Croatian clubs were established in the Sydney metropolitan area. Besides being important meeting places, the clubs are home to many social, cultural and sporting groups. Their activities help transfer and maintain the rich cultural traditions of Croatian migrants as well as promote Croatian identity in Sydney.
The first Croatian welfare association in Australia, Croatian Caritas, was founded in Sydney in 1952 to help new migrants with language difficulties find jobs, as well as to provide some measure of financial security. A cooperative society of Croatian farmers was founded in 1958 at the instigation of Zvonimir Zoricich. It was situated on 112 hectares of land near Liverpool and it attracted about 40 Croatians. 32 There are many sporting organisations in the Croatian community in Sydney, but no other sport is as popular as football (soccer). Sydney Croatia Football Club (now Sydney United) was established in 1958 and has a pedigree second to none in producing players that have played professionally overseas and represented Australia at youth and full international level.
33
For Croatians in Sydney, as elsewhere, football was more than a sport. Through football clubs named Croatia, they expressed their aspirations for affirmation of the Croatian name as well as their contribution to the Croatian struggle for independence and sovereignty, which was ultimately achieved in the 1990s. 34 For three decades, Sydney Croatia's fierce competitor, not only in the football competition, was the Yugal social and soccer club, established mostly by proYugoslav Croatian migrants in 1960; this club followed the earlier established football club Dalmatinac. 35 The club Yugal vanished with the Yugoslav state.
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In the 1960s, the following Croatian associations and clubs were established: King Tomislav Croatian Club, Edensor Park (with a football stadium for 10,000 spectators); Croatian Club Jadran Hajduk, St John's Park (which has its own football stadium and operates a joint football club with Maltese migrants); and Croatian cultural association Bosna which also has football grounds in 
Religion and culture
The Croatian Catholic congregation was founded in the 1950s. 37 Following the leading role of the Catholic Church in Croatian history, the Croatian Catholic priests were involved, from their first days in Australia, in promoting Croatian ethnic identity, language and cultural heritage. In the 1980s Croatians commemorated 13 centuries of Christianity. In the spirit and enthusiasm of these celebrations, Croatian migrants once again dug deep into their pockets, raising more than $1 million which has helped build Croatian churches and centres in St John's Park and Blacktown. 
New Croatian media
Since the early 1950s, there has been a diversified Croatian community media in Sydney. The Australian-Croatian Association's bulletin Hrvat (The Croat) was the first publication of the postwar Croatian migrants. The first issue of Spremnost (Readiness) was published in 1957. 41 Its almost regular weekly publication continued from 1958 until Christmas 2007. In the 1970s, the Free Croatian Radio Program on radio 2SER and the Program in Croatian Language on SBS Radio began broadcasting.
On the left and pro-Yugoslav spectrum, interwar Croatian migrants began a publication Jugoslavensko-Australski list (Yugoslav-Australian paper). In 1970 this paper became Novo Doba (New Age) 42 and continued its publication until the break-up of Yugoslavia. After that it briefly changed its name to Novo vrijeme (New Time) and in 2008 publishes under the name Nova Hrvatska (New Croatia Weekly). From the 1980s, there have been several community-based radio programs, the most popular being CRO2000 Radio which has linked Croatian Australian youth with local and overseas events since 1992, with Croatian Community Radio Program and Croatian National Radio Program later broadcasting live. Recently, the Croatian community in Sydney began broadcasting a TV program and in February 2008 SBS television programming was expanded with Sunday morning news in Croatian.
